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According to my DARS, I need a total of 120.00 hours to earn my Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies degree in Organizational Studies. I have completed 96.00 hours, am currently enrolled in 6.00 hours, and therefore need 18.00 more hours to graduate. From my “upper division” category, I am currently taking BIS 301 and BIS 302 and only need BIS 401 and BIS 402 to fulfill the BIS core category requirement. In the “university general studies first year composition” category, my only literacy requirement left is being fulfilled with the BIS 301 course. Additionally, I still need to fulfill two of the “university general studies natural sciences”, and from the BIS Organizational Studies category, I need one “organizational contexts” course and one “optional elective”. This is a total of six courses to complete my BIS program. Requirements from the “mathematical studies”, “humanities and fine arts and social and behavioral sciences”, and “awareness” categories have been completed. Because I am a transfer student, 45.00 hours of credit that I earned at the University of New Mexico were applied toward my program.
Yearly contact with my advisor has enabled me to repeatedly review and understand my DARS as well as specifically identify how many credit hours, how many courses, and exactly which courses and from what categories I need to take each semester toward fulfilling my degree requirements. Because I am fairly close to completing the last of my courses, it is clear that my DARS is accurate and no problems currently exist.
The only core course that I have completed is the BIS 394/300 course entitled, Introduction to Org Studies. The objective of this course was to prepare me for the consecutive core BIS courses forthcoming by providing valuable information regarding the Organizational Studies area of concentration. It challenged me to focus on different “frames” in an attempt to get me thinking from general perspectives as well as help me identify my personal direction in life. I really enjoyed being able to learn about Org Studies and what it really meant. Up until that course, I really did not know what the BIS and Org Studies program was and how it would be applied to my career. Of all the courses I have taken thus far, this course was the most meaningful to me as far as my educational objectives. All I knew before that course was that I was taking classes toward a degree. My ultimate goal was to fulfill my one challenge of obtaining a degree. Moreover, it was important to me to obtain a degree in something that would be useful and interesting to me. Everything about this degree program that I learned in that class confirmed my educational direction and increased my motivation for what I could really do with this educational background in my current position as well as future ones.
I am taking the eight-week BIS 301 course, Applied Interdisciplinary Studies. It is my understanding that this course will identify the Interdisciplinary Studies program and not only clarifies what the degree means in itself but what it means to me personally. It will provide me with essential ideas and tools to understand traditional disciplines and use my knowledge about them to apply to interdisciplinary approaches to solving problems, reaching conclusions to questions, explaining why situations exist, and establishing new and creative outcomes for issues. I believe that this course is also designed to prepare me for the next few core courses that I will take. It will provide valuable information about how to effectively conduct research; it will provide opportunities for internships; it will prepare me to produce efficient and applicable documentation; and it will enable me to identify personal characteristics and knowledge which I will use in my current position as well as gain valuable experience for future career opportunities. Ultimately I will be able to utilize my degree to fulfill my personal objectives.
All the courses I have taken have laid the foundation and have been essential building blocks toward my education, knowledge, and experience. Until recently, I did not appreciate nor realize the value that each course had to offer besides their general application. As a result of the interdisciplinary program, I am more eager to learn how to integrate the disciplines and appreciate what each has to contribute toward complex issues experienced in today’s organizations.
Because being a single mother with a commitment to a fulltime job are my main priorities, I have committed to taking no more than two courses per semester to balance them along with my family responsibilities. When I first decided to return to college, I wanted to be focused on a degree program that would benefit me and fit my career path. I did not want to continue with a higher education until I was sure that I was in a field of study that was interesting to me as well as educationally and occupationally rewarding. I initially came into the program knowing that I had many credits and courses to complete and that it would take me years to finish. However, I was optimistic that with each semester’s end, I would be one step closer to successfully accomplishing my educational goal. I am finally nearing the end of my journey. The following are final courses that I will be taking in the next few semesters. My original plan, semester by semester is:

Spring 2008:
BIS 301-Foundations to Interdisciplinary Studies (3 credits)
BIS 302-Interdisciplinary Inquiry (3 credits)
Fall 2008:
BIS 401-Applied Disciplinary Studies (3 credits)


SOC 321-Sociology of Work (3 credits)
Spring 2009:
BIS 402-Senior Seminar (3 credits)


PLB 108-Concepts in Plant Biology (4 credits)
Fall 2009:
PHS 208-Patterns in Nature (4 credits)


EDP 310-Topic: Motivation (1 credit)


Graduate in December 2009

However, one major consideration for my commitment to two courses per semester is to stay eligible for financial aid, scholarships, and student loans. My last semester, as projected here, would make me ineligible for financial assistance because it is only 5 credit hours. Because of this, I have been seriously considering taking one of the courses during the summer session of 2008 and adding the EDP 310 (1-credit course) to either the Fall 2008 or Spring 2009 semester so that I could move my graduation up to May of 2009. I would like to stay committed to my original plan so as to not overwhelm myself but also be open to the possibility of finishing early should the opportunity be available.
I chose these last courses only because they are the only required courses that I have left to complete the program. They are also courses that my advisor has recommended considering my Organizational Studies concentration and the amount of credits remaining. I have been and am under the assumption that the courses they recommend are the most appropriate and have trusted their judgment. I believe that any and every course I take will have some significant contribution toward my education and will be useful in whatever occupation that I desire to obtain. It is the process of understanding the course, the disciplines that are applicable to the position, as well as the interdisciplinary integration that will prove most effective for utilizing the course that will make the most impact on the situation at hand. I am excited to look back and rediscover the applicability of courses I have already taken as well as look forward toward applying new knowledge to my program,

